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April 20, 2002 

 

Spring symptoms of Pierce’s Disease now visible in hotspots  

What should you be looking for in your vineyards? 

Now is the time to begin monitoring for spring symptoms of Pierce’s Disease (PD). This time is 

critical because canopy closure is minimal and, for the most part, shoots are still upright. This stage of 

vegetative growth makes it very easy to see differences in vigor between healthy vines and diseased 

vines.     

Delayed shoot growth in the spring is the first indication of PD and it may be delayed by several 

weeks. With new infections, only shoots from a single cane or spur will show delayed growth. However, in 

the final stages of the disease, almost all of the shoots are delayed or only a few stunted shoots may 

remain while the rest of the cordon appears dead.   

Shedding light on symptoms. Winter injury, poor wood maturity and other diseases, such as 

Bot canker or Eutypa dieback, may be confused with PD symptoms. The distinguishing factor is that 

delayed growth, resulting from winter injury or poor wood maturity, will show up uniformly in a large 

number of vines grouped within the vineyard. PD may appear as a single diseased vine surrounded by 

healthy vines or as small clusters of vines near the end of the row or sporadically throughout the vineyard 

depending on the vector.   

Since PD symptoms are due to water stress, a good rule of thumb is to cut into spurs of 

suspicious vines and observe the color and moisture content of the wood. The wood of healthy vines 

should be light green and moist, whereas diseased wood appears yellow and dry. This method will also 
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allow you to rule out Bot canker or Eutypa, which cause pie-shaped wedges of dead wood characteristic 

of fungal infections.    

From mottling to marginal burn. Another spring symptom of PD is leaf mottling at the base of 

affected shoots. The discoloration looks a bit like zinc deficiency, and the leaves are often deformed and 

smaller than healthy ones.  Mottling increases with disease severity.  This phenomenon varies with 

variety and may be difficult to see in newly infected vines. As the heat intensifies and summer 

approaches, mottled leaves will eventually give way to classic marginal burn.    

When in doubt. When in doubt of whether one, two or 30 sickly vines are showing early 

symptoms of PD, ask yourself the following questions: 

1. Have I had PD in my vineyard before? 

2. Has my vineyard been exposed to populations of glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) or 

am I located near crops that host GWSS (i.e., citrus)? 

3. Is my vineyard weedy or do I use cover crops that may host populations of native 

sharpshooters (red-headed, green, blue-green)? 

4. Am I located next to crops that host the bacterium that causes PD (i.e., alfalfa, almonds)? 

5. Am I located near a riparian habitat (also a habitat for blue-green sharpshooters)? 

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, chances are it’s probably PD and those vines 

should be removed as soon as possible. But, if you are still doubtful, flag suspicious vines and return to 

them in August; examine the foliage for classic leaf burn, persistent petioles and shriveled fruit. At this 

time, you may also pull samples from affected vines and send them to a laboratory for PD analysis. 

Remember, there is no cure for PD and rouging diseased vines is the only solution for reducing inoculum.  

If you have any questions about PD symptoms or lab analysis, please contact the Cooperative 

Extension office at (661) 868-6223. 

—  Jennifer Hashim, UCCE Farm Advisor, Kern County 

 

Kern County lifts citrus application restrictions with announcements of  

75 percent petal fall 

Kern County Agricultural Commissioner Ted Davis recently announced two key dates for citrus 

growers and the bee industry: 



 3 – GWSS Update 

• April 22, 2002 - The date establishing 75 percent petal fall on the north side of citrus 

trees for all citrus groves south of Seventh Standard Road. The announcement signals to the bee industry 

that pesticides that are highly toxic to honeybees may be used on or after April 24 without notifying the 

beekeeper.  

• April 29, 2002 - The date establishing 75 percent petal fall on the north side of citrus 

trees for all citrus groves north of Seventh Standard Road. The announcement signals to the bee industry 

that pesticides that are highly toxic to honeybees may be used on or after Wednesday, May 1 without 

notifying the beekeeper. 

The announcement of petal fall lifts the restrictions of applications to citrus groves with materials 

highly toxic to honeybees.  This allows citrus growers to apply the necessary pesticides to protect their 

crop from insect pests.  

As a reminder to the citrus industry, Davis noted that Carbaryl (Sevin) and Azinphos-Methyl 

(Guthion) cannot be applied to citrus until there has been complete petal fall in the citrus grove. All citrus 

growers, pest control operators and beekeepers must also comply with the regulations covering bee 

protection, Davis added. 

 

Draft EIR on PD Program to be held in Tulare April 30 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has scheduled public meetings to 

receive comments on the draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Pierce’s Disease Control 

program.  

This is the opportunity for the public to provide oral comments. The purpose is to receive public 

testimony; the sessions are not question-and-answer. Speakers will be given three minutes each. 

Comments will be recorded and transcribed. Interested parties have the option of submitting written 

comments instead of, or in addition to, provided oral comments.  

Copies of the draft EIR are available for you to review at your local Agricultural Commissioner’s 

Office and at CDFA. 

The public meeting for the Central Valley will be held in Tulare, Tuesday, April 30 from 6–8 p.m. 

at the Tulare County Agricultural Building Auditorium. 
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Growers, nurserymen, Kern-Tulare Task Force members and industry representatives are 

encouraged to attend and comment. It is important that we have a good representation from the Central 

Valley at the public meeting. 

— Kern Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 

### 


