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2008 Series San Joaquin Valley Program

Citrus Research Board (CRB) and University of California Cooperative Extension

Bakersfield – August 27

Hodel’s Country Dining, 5917 Knudsen Drive

and

Exeter – August 28

Exeter Memorial Building, 324 N. Kaweah

Registration begins at 8:15 A.M.

Seminar Sessions 9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

At both locations, the program will cover:

Building a “Canary in the Coalmine” for Disease Detection in Citrus

Abhaya Dandekar, Plant Sciences, UC Davis

Our California Citrus Clonal Protection Program (CCPP)

How it operates and why “clean budwood only” is so critically important

Georgios Vidalakis, UCCE and UC Riverside, CCPP Program Director

“6 in 60…”

News reports on critical issues

The latest on the Asian Citrus Psyllid/HLB threat, and more

Ted Batkin, President of the Citrus Research Board

Advances Toward Development of a Robotic Harvester for Fresh Citrus

(More details -- What you heard last year was only a preview)

Tim McConnell, Vision Robotics, San Diego

Continuing Education Credit:  application pending for 3.0 hours

$20.00 per person includes lunch and course materials

Advance Reservations are Strongly Recommended

To register, mail coupon (located at the end of the newsletter) by no later than August 18th or Phone (559) 738-0246 by noon August 22nd, fax coupon to (559) 738-0607 by noon August 22nd or send an e-mail message to Info@citrusresearch.org.   (You may pay at the door)

Asian Citrus Psyllid Found In Tijuana, Mexico

If you are starting to develop a bunker mentality from all of the pests hovering on our San Joaquin Valley doorstep, I can’t blame you.  Almost everyone has attended a meeting in the past year or so describing the Asian Citrus Psyllid and its ability to spread citrus greening disease – a bacterial disease of citrus.  The Florida industry has been battling this pest for a number of years now.  The disease rapidly became a problem in Florida once the psyllid arrived, apparently because the disease bacterium was already present in some landscape plants imported to Florida from infested areas.  The same may be true here in California.  The disease may already be lurking in our landscape.  The Citrus Research Board, U.C. and U.S.D.A researchers are gearing up to monitor for this pest in California.  University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) has an excellent publication (Asian Citrus Psyllid - Publication 8205) with excellent photos of the psyllid, its damage and additional monitoring tips for this pest.  An electronic version of this publication is available on the ANR communications Services website at http:anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu.  A hard copy can be ordered by telephone at 800-994-8849.  A general web search will also turn up a lot of information on this pest.

If you are looking for this pest in an orchard, special attention should be given to twisted and curling shoot tips, sooty mold, and white waxy deposits on the leaves.

Rapid Temperature Fluctuations this Spring May Effect Fruit Quality

Earlier this spring we had temperatures that rapidly jumped from the mid 70s to over 100ºF.  Shortly after, May fruit drop became an avalanche in some orchards.  Some of the early varieties in Kern County did not appear to be affected as much as later maturing varieties.  In fact in some orchards, it looks like Mother Nature’s natural thinning will improve the grower’s bottom line.  Some past observational evidence also suggests that when these rapid changes in temperature occur when the fruit is small the following symptoms occur more frequently: some fruit of early-maturing varieties of navel orange become more football-shaped, Atwood navels become more squash shaped and fall from the tree mid-season, and puff-and-crease becomes more of problem as the season progresses.  Time will tell. 

Well-water Warning

In some areas of Kern County magnesium deficiency can be a problem.  This is especially true in some soils naturally high in calcium, and in some sandy soils.  As the drought progress, and canal water becomes less available, growers should monitor magnesium levels in their leave tissue samples, especially if they are amending their soils and water with gypsum, sulfur or sulfuric acid to counter the affects of excessive sodium in well-water.  In areas where magnesium is low in the soil, excessive calcium can interfere with magnesium uptake by the plant.  Many growers include magnesium in their foliar fertilizer programs to make sure that this element that is part of the chlorophyll molecule is in good supply.

Craig Kallsen, Citrus, Subtropical Horticulture, Pistachios Advisor

Disclaimer:  Discussion of research findings necessitates using trade names.  This does not constitute product endorsement, nor does it suggest products not listed would not be suitable for use.  Some research results included involve use of chemicals which are not currently registered for use, or may involve use which would be considered out of label.  These results are reported but are not a recommendation from the University of California for use.  Consult the label and use it as the basis of all recommendations.

The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994: service in the uniformed services includes membership, application for membership, performance of service, application for service, or obligation for service in the uniformed services) in any of its programs or activities.  University policy also prohibits reprisal or retaliation against any person in any of its programs or activities for making a complaint of discrimination or sexual harassment or for using or participating in the investigation or resolution process of any such complaint.  University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws.  Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin Street, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607, (510) 987-0096.
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