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GWSS/PD workshop set for April 22 in Napa

(continued on page 2)

A University of California-Cooperative
Extension workshop on the glassy-winged
sharpshooter and Pierce’s disease will be
held Tuesday, April 22 at the Embassy
Suites in Napa, Calif.

The registration fee is $75, which in-
cludes lunch. A block of rooms at a special
rate of $125 is being held for those who at-
tend the workshop. The rooms will be held
until March 24. Hotel reservations can be
made by calling (707) 787-5089 or by
e-mail at carol.lerner@ucr.edu.

The agenda includes top GWSS and
PD scientists and researchers from UC
Davis, UC Riverside, UC Berkeley, UCCE,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the
California Department of Food and Agricul-

ture, and the Kern and Napa Agricultural
Commissioner’s Offices.

Sessions will cover:
• the epidemiology of PD
• future management and present

strategies for fighting PD
• regulatory issues and California’s

Area-wide Program
• GWSS management
•   the status of research funding pro-

grams
The workshop is partially sponsored

by UC Riverside College of Natural and Agri-
cultural Sciences, the University of Califor-
nia Center for Invasive Species Research,
Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. and
Seghesio Family Vineyards.

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture’s (CDFA) Pierce’s Disease
Program will soon be holding a series of in-
dustry update sessions throughout the
state.

These will provide the opportunity for
industry stakeholders to learn more about
the statewide program against Pierce’s dis-
ease and the recent activities of the
Pierce’s Disease/Glassy-winged Sharp-
shooter Board.

High-level CDFA officials and PD/
GWSS Board members will be present at
the sessions to provide brief updates and
answer your questions about the program.

The schedule of meetings is provided
below, and is also available on our Web site
at http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/pdcp/
gwTFMeet.htm.

If you have any questions, please
contact the Pierce’s Disease Program at
(916) 322-2804. We hope to see you at the
sessions.

Schedule of PD/GWSS Regional In-

dustry Update Sessions:

  Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2003
10 a.m. to noon
Sonoma County Fairgrounds

CDFA to hold PD/GWSS update meetings
1350 Bennett Valley Road
Santa Rosa CA

  Tuesday, March 4, 2003
10 a.m. to noon
California Mid-State Fairgrounds
6169 Airport Road
Paso Robles CA

  Thursday, March 6, 2003
10 a.m. to noon
Wine & Roses Inn
2505 W. Turner Road
Lodi CA

  Wednesday, March 12, 2003
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Tulare County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office
4437 South Laspina,
Tulare CA

  Thursday, March 20, 2003
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. (note change in
time)
Callaway Coastal Vineyard and Winery
32720 Rancho California Road
Temecula CA
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Tulare County makes GWSS finds in early-season traps
The ¼-mile trapping grid is up and

running in the quarantined area of Tulare
County south of Lindsay. The first reading
of the traps began this week, and a few
positive finds were made in areas where
known populations exist.

We are still coordinating data transfer
with CDFA in Sacramento. Once that’s
completed, I’m sure there will be maps
available from Rosie Yacoub detailing the

weekly trap finds in Tulare County.
USDA-ARS has initiated a study on the

migration of GWSS between crops within
various temperature gradients. As always,
the more we can learn about the biology
and movement of this pest, the better
chance we have of gaining control.

— Dennis Haines, Tulare County

 Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

California researchers last year inves-
tigated the fate of the Pierce’s disease bac-
terium, Xylella fastidiosa, in alternate hosts
from which GWSS might acquire Xf by
feedings.

Between November 2001 and October
2002, project leader Alexander Purcell of
UC Berkeley and cooperator Jennifer
Hashim of the UC-Cooperative Extension in
Kern County identified additional bacterial
hosts among vineyard weeds, cover crops,
field crops and adjacent vegetation com-
mon to vineyards in California’s San
Joaquin Valley.

Purcell and Hashim concluded that Xf

multiplies and survives more poorly under
field conditions than in ideal growth tem-
peratures (26 to 29 degrees Centigrade)
maintained in greenhouse studies. This con-
firmed their initial assumption that lab tests
were more suitable for initial screens of
plants’ abilities to support the multiplication of
Xf. It was also consistent with their predic-
tions that Xf would grow more slowly under
fluctuating field temperatures that exceed or
fall below permissive growth temperatures.

Investigation. Purcell and Hashim in-
vestigated the fate of Xylella fastidiosa in 13
previously untested species of weeds, field
and cover crops, and vegetation commonly
found adjacent to San Joaquin Valley vine-
yards. They inoculated plants either with
blue-green sharpshooters (BGSS) or me-
chanically, and tested for Xf at one, three
and nine weeks after inoculation.

Tests showed that “Ace” tomato,
“Violeta Lunga” eggplant, black nightshade
and red gum (mechanical inoculation only)
consistently developed high Xf infections.

Quinoa, field bindweed, yellow nut-
sedge and blue gum had high Xf popula-
tions in plant tissue at the inoculation site
but rarely developed systemic infections in
the greenhouse.

Plants with fewer than 10 percent of
their sites infected, or that supported lower
populations were: johnsongrass, jojoba,
prostrate pigweed, annual sowthistle, south-
western cupgrass, whitestem filaree and
watergrass. These plants also had systemic
infections at less than 10 percent of their in-
oculation sites.

Three species of tested weeds –
cheeseweed, sacred datura and red gum –
frequently developed infections when me-
chanically inoculated but not when inocu-
lated by insects.

Jojoba developed infections after ex-
posure to BGSS but not after needle inocu-
lation.

Funding. The research was funded by
the California Department of Food and Agri-
culture. Purcell and Hashim shared their
findings at the Pierce’s Disease Research
Symposium in December 2002.

The rapid and striking emergence of
PD in the General Beale Road Pilot Project
during the summer of 2001 showed the
damage that can be done by GWSS.

Identification and eradication of plants
that are bacterial hosts are important where
the insect vector has large populations and
feeds on many different plants. Xf survives
and multiplies in an unusually large number
of plants. Sharpshooters collected distant
from agricultural habits can be infectious
with Xf.

Researchers evaluate fate of Xyllela fastidiosa

in Central Valley weeds
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