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USDA director reports 2005 plans for

GWSS area-wide program

Editor’s note: As California enters its

fifth year of fighting the glassy-winged

sharpshooter on an area-wide scale, Beth

Stone-Smith, USDA’s new GWSS Area-wide

Program director, takes a brief look at last

year’s efforts and at plans for 2005.

In 2005, area-wide treatment pro-
grams to combat the glassy-winged sharp-
shooter (GWSS) in California will continue
in Kern, Tulare, Ventura and Riverside
counties. Expectations are that population
levels will remain very low as we continue
to fine-tune our efforts in these multi-year
programs.

Kern County. GWSS population lev-
els in 2004 were very low across Kern
County.

Treatments were focused on the Gen-
eral Beale Pilot Project area where a GWSS
population resurgence was seen. The num-
bers of GWSS trapped were nowhere near
what was seen before area-wide treatments

in 2000-01, but traps
counts were wide-
spread and consistently
between one and 10
GWSS per trap per
week in the most east-
ern portion of the pilot
project. Windbreaks in
this area continued to
be problematic and
were treated in 2004.
This three-year resur-
gence, post-area-wide
treatments, follows
along with what pro-
gram coordinators in
Temecula have also ex-
perienced.

With that in mind,
focus in 2005 will be on the Northern Zone
of Kern County, which encompasses the cit-
rus near Edison. Area-wide treatments were

(continued on page 2)

California’s winegrape growers will
vote this spring on whether to continue the
Pierce’s Disease (PD) assessment, which
funds research aimed at addressing the
threat posed by PD and the glassy-winged
sharpshooter (GWSS).

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture (CDFA) will send out bal-
lots during the week of May 16.

CDFA said ballots would be sent to all
state winegrape growers who paid the as-
sessment for the 2004 harvest. Once the
ballots are sent out, they must be returned
within 30 days to be counted. At least 40
percent of eligible growers must cast bal-
lots to validate the referendum. Passage of
the referendum requires either:

Of those who vote, 65 percent vote
“yes,” and the “yes” voters must have paid
the majority of the assessment that was

paid by those who voted, or
Of those who vote, a majority vote

“yes,” and the “yes” voters must have paid
65 percent or more of the assessment that
was paid by those who voted.

Following the devastating 1999 out-
break of GWSS in Temecula, the industry
quickly mobilized in support of a self-as-
sessment to halt the pest’s spread and fund
PD research.

“To date the current assessment has
raised nearly $14 million,” said Bob Wynn,
CDFA’s statewide coordinator for the
Pierce’s Disease Control Program.

“More importantly, by assessing them-
selves, growers demonstrated their concern
to government officials about the PD/GWSS
threat, and we’ve been able to leverage
those funds tenfold with state and federal

Winegrape growers to vote on continuing PD assessment
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“The current

assessment

has raised

nearly

$14 million.

We’ve been

able to

leverage those

funds tenfold

with state and

federal grants

to help

contain the

GWSS.”

Bob Wynn,

CDFA statewide

coordinator for the

Pierce’s Disease

Control Program

Area-wide treatment programs to combat

GWSS will continue in 2005, says new

USDA Area-wide GWSS Program DIrector,

Beth Stone-Smith. (Photo: Azucena “Shine”

Estrada, USDA)
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done in this zone in 2002. If this three-year
cycle holds true, then we expect to see
some population resurgence in the area.

As always, hot-spot treatments will
continue countywide when deemed neces-
sary. Current trap finds, proximity to current
trap finds and trapping history as well as
past treatments (timing, chemical used) will
all play a role in assessing the need for
treatments in 2005.

Tulare County. With foliar treat-
ments in the fall of 2003 totaling approxi-
mately 40,000 acres, GWSS population
numbers declined significantly in 2004. Fol-
low-up treatments in 2004, triggered by trap
finds, were initiated on more than 18,000
acres of citrus with the systemic insecticide
Admire®. In 2005, we expect to have addi-
tional systemic treatments in areas that did
not previously receive an Admire treatment.

Stopping the northern movement of
GWSS in Tulare County will continue to be a
priority in the program. As with Kern County,

current trap finds, proximity to those trap
finds, trapping history and past treatments
will be assessed to warrant treatments in
2005.

Ventura County. A large number of
treatments took place in Ventura County in
2004. Project coordinators treated approxi-
mately 13,000 acres of citrus with the
chemicals Assail®, Admire or Pyganic®.
Project officials from the county, state and
federal government will meet to assess the
needs of the program in 2005 and where
treatments will be focused.

Riverside County. In 2005, pro-
gram coordinators in Riverside County ex-
pect to treat only hot-spot GWSS outbreaks
in the Coachella Valley program area. This
area trapped a total of only 85 GWSS in
2004. The Temecula program area is plan-
ning on area-wide treatments in 2005. This
program experienced a three-year post-
area-wide treatment population resurgence,
but was unable to implement treatments in
late 2004 due to weather-related problems.

—Beth Stone-Smith
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search projects are already being funded,
providing the science needed to effectively
control the pest while also building a re-

search foundation to
better understand and
address PD.

For more infor-
mation about the refer-
endum, log on to http:/

/www.cdfa.ca.gov     /mkt/mkt/winery.html.

grants to help contain the GWSS,” Wynn
added.

The PD/GWSS Board, made up of
winegrape growers and
grower/vintners from
around the state, advises
the CDFA secretary on
expenditure of assess-
ment funds to ensure that
the research is responsive to the needs of
the grower community. More than 100 re-

A.J. Yates of
Kerman, Calif., was
appointed under-
secretary for the
California Depart-
ment of Food and
Agriculture Jan. 26.
He succeeds Chuck
Ahlem, who re-
signed from the
post.

Yates named

to No. 2 post

at CDFA

You can download
the research
progress reports
from the 2004
Pierce’s Disease
Research Sympo-
sium from http://
www.cdfa.ca .gov/
phpps/pdcp
/gwReports.htm.

The reports sum-
marize research
projects being con-
ducted by dozens
of scientists on
Pierce’s Disease
and the glassy-
winged sharp-
shooter.

Get PD

Symposium

proceedings

online


