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Cooperative efforts help yield significant progress

against GWSS in commercial crops

Please credit to GWSS Update any information reproduced from this newsletter.

“I want to thank

all citrus

growers for

their

cooperation

and efforts in

helping make

the Kern GWSS

Pilot Project

and Area-wide

Management

Program

successful.”

—Ted Davis,
Kern County Agri-

culture Department

Kern County has been actively devel-

oping control and suppression methods for

the glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS)

for the past three years. Cooperative efforts

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the

California Department of Food and Agricul-

ture (CDFA), the Kern County Agriculture

Department, the University of California-Co-

operative Extension of Kern County and the

Kern-Tulare GWSS Task Force have yielded

significant progress each year in the goal

to suppress and manage GWSS in com-

mercial crops. This year is no different.

The Kern County Agriculture Depart-

ment has deployed approximately 4,200

GWSS traps on a grid of one trap per ¼-

mile throughout the grape and citrus

grower in areas in southern Kern County.

CDFA has likewise deployed approximately

2,800 GWSS traps on the same grid in

northern Kern County. The traps are used

to detect new infestations of GWSS and to

monitor control measures taken by the

project to suppress GWSS populations.

Maps of these traps can be found at

the following Web site: www.cdfa.ca.gov/

phpps/pdcp/gwMaps/gwMgmtMaps.htm

From March 2003 through July 2003,

17,764 acres of citrus have been treated in

Kern County. Of that, 10,581 acres were

treated in southern Kern County, and 7,183

acres were treated in northern Kern County.

Since the year began, the GWSS

project has reimbursed citrus growers more

than $3 million to cover the cost of these

treatments.

The GWSS project expanded treat-

ments this year to all five areas of the Area-

wide Program and to northern Kern County

along Highway 65. Treatments included

knockdown and systemic applications.

Control measures have resulted in very low

numbers of GWSS throughout the county.

These treatments have helped to reduce the

interception of GWSS in bulk citrus ship-

ments. With the reduced numbers of GWSS

in citrus groves, we believe it will be much

easier to move bulk citrus during the fall and

winter harvest season.

I want to thank all citrus growers for

their cooperation and efforts in helping

make the Kern GWSS Pilot Project and

Area-wide Management Program success-

ful.

—Ted Davis, Kern County

Agricultural Commissioner

Fax changes?

E-mail?
If you’d prefer to re-
ceive GWSS Update

via e-mail or receive
it at a different fax
number, please con-
tact Catherine Merlo
at (661) 588-0561 or
at cmm55@aol.
com.


