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The fear factor for glassy-winged
sharpshooters (GWSS) has risen several
notches since the June 7 discovery of an
adult female sharpshooter in Vacaville, just
10 miles from Napa County’s westernmost
— and prized — vineyards.

“It’s the closest GWSS infestation
we’ve ever seen,” says Dave Whitmer,
Napa County’s agricultural commissioner.
“If I thought there wasn’t a good plan in
place that was being well-executed, I’d be
more worried. But the fact is the response
has been extraordinary. It’s been the quick-
est ever from initial find to treatment.”

Solano County Agricultural Commis-
sioner Susan Cohen and her staff can take
much of the credit.

“We’re not the first to deal with a
GWSS infestation,” says Cohen, who’s held
the ag commissioner’s position for 15
years. “There’s a track record. Because of
the research and data from other projects
and from the California Department of Food
and Agriculture (CDFA), we know the meth-
ods we’re using will work. We have a high
degree of confidence that we’ll be success-
ful in controlling and eradicating GWSS.”

Solano County acts quickly. By
June 8, a day after the first GWSS discov-
ery on a yellow sticky panel trap in land-
scaping at the Vacaville Factory Outlet
Stores, Cohen’s department had already
jumped into action. Its first move was to
launch delimitation surveys to search for
other GWSS life stages. GWSS inspectors
from the Napa and Sacramento County Ag-
ricultural Commissioner’s Offices and
CDFA assisted. While the resulting news
wasn’t good — the initial delimitation sur-
vey showed GWSS near commercial and
retail businesses along Interstate 80 on
Vacaville’s east side — response was quick.

On the evening of June 11, the Solano
County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
first applied the insecticide, carbaryl,
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known by the brand name of Sevin SL™. Its
goal was to kill GWSS adults and nymphs
and to provide residual control of nymphs
that might soon hatch from egg masses. The
team treated parking-area landscaping near
the Vacaville Factory Outlet Stores as well
as at nearby Sam’s Club, Mel’s Diner, Home-
town Buffet, Marshall’s, Staples and Tahoe
Joe’s.

Over the next few days, landscaping at
nearby apartment complexes also was
treated. Cohen’s department held public
meetings before each treatment to inform
residents of the planned applications and to
hear their concerns.

“The meetings went well,” Cohen says.
“The community here is well aware of GWSS
and incredibly supportive. We had very
good discussions.”

Vacaville’s known infested area ex-
panded June 15 when an inspector found a
heavy GWSS infestation, including all life
stages, southwest of an area Wal-Mart. More
GWSS nymphs also were discovered on
nearby Burton Drive. Additional Sevin appli-
cations were made in the area.

On June 21, Solano County brought in
the California Conservation Corps to help
with the GWSS survey and delimitation. A
CCC crew found a male adult GWSS in a
residential area south of the Factory stores
June 24.

The next day, Caltrans sprayed the I-80
median and shoulder landscaping with an-
other insecticide, acetamiprid, known as Tri-
Star™.

To date, the teams have found GWSS
at 11 locations over a half-mile-square area.
The finds are rare for Vacaville: Only one
GWSS was discovered in the city before, in
June 2003. Despite further searching, no
other sharpshooters were found last year,
and no treatment was required.
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“We’ll probably never know for sure
how GWSS got to Vacaville,” Cohen says.
She guesses the pest might have hitched a
ride on a vehicle that traveled along I-80.

During July, Vacaville’s infested areas
will be treated with the imidacloprid known
as Merit™ to control any emerging nymphs.
Surveys will continue and treatment will pro-
ceed as needed.

Napa keeps a wary eye. So far,
says Cohen, growers in Solano County’s
$10 million wine grape industry — No. 6 on
the county’s ranking of farm products — are
keeping a close eye on the situation and en-
suring that all vineyard traps are watched
carefully.  While the deadly Pierce’s Disease
(PD) has not recently been a serious prob-
lem in the Solano growing region, Cohen
says, “Growers are very sensitive to the im-
portance of dealing with the disease at the
first sign and of keeping GWSS out of
Solano’s vineyards and other crops.”

Growers in Napa County, where the
wine grape industry accounts for 98 percent
of agricultural production, may be more ner-

vous about the nearby infestation. Vine-
yards cover some 45,000 acres in Napa
County and bring in nearly $385 million
each year. “It’s what we’re known for,” says
Whitmer.

He adds, “GWSS would be a huge
problem for us if it gets here. We already
have a tremendous amount of Xylella

fastidiosa (Xf). We already have PD. And we
have the blue-green sharpshooter, which is
a lesser vector than GWSS.”

Napa County, like other counties
across the state, has implemented a strin-
gent work plan to keep GWSS from arriving
inside its borders. And it has succeeded so
far. But the outbreak in neighboring Solano
County has jolted Napa’s wine grape grow-
ers into reassessing the threat GWSS poses
to their world-famous industry.

In fact, Whitmer says, the proximity of
the Solano County hotspot may offer a sil-
ver lining of sorts. “The Vacaville finds,” he
says, “have quickened the pulse of our
growers and knocked them out of their
complacency.”

— Catherine Merlo
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