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Kern County hopes for repeat success with its bulk

grape movement program

� Compliance

agreements signed

in the past will be

valid. If a grower did

not sign a compli-

ance agreement, he

or she must do so

before certificates

will be issued.

� All growers

intending to ship

unprocessed grape

products from an

infested area must

fill out the Bulk

Grape Shipment

Information form

before certificates

will be issued.

� After the Kern

County Agricultural

Commissioner’s

Office has received

all required informa-

tion, certificates will

be available from its

Bakersfield office.

Before coming in,

growers are urged to

call (661) 868-6300

to ensure that a

biologist is available

to issue certificates

and answer ques-

tions.

Reminders

on Kern’s

Bulk Grape

Movement

protocol

State’s No. 1 grape producer set to begin harvest next week

With its wine grape harvest poised to
begin next week, Kern County is gearing up
for a fifth straight year of hunting for
glassy-winged sharpshooters (GWSS)
among bulk grape shipments moving from
area vineyards to processing facilities.

Kern’s track record since 2000 has
been stellar: Not one live GWSS has ever
been found among the tens of thousands
of loads of bulk grapes leaving county
vineyards.

That’s no small feat, since Kern
County is California’s No. 1 grape pro-
ducer, accounting for 13.1 percent of the
state’s total. In 2003, Kern County har-
vested 82,427 acres of grapes, far and
away the county’s top-dollar crop at nearly
$403 million.

The program’s success has helped
clarify the uncertainty that once sur-
rounded bulk grape movement and GWSS.
When the program began in 2000, officials
didn’t know if bulk grape shipments posed
a possible avenue for GWSS movement.
Now they have a better idea.

“Our experience in Kern County over
the past five years in assessing the risk of
transporting GWSS in bulk grape ship-
ments, after hundreds of vineyard inspec-
tions and thousands of bulk load inspec-
tions at origin and destination, is that they
pose no risk for the transportation of
GWSS under the current protocols,” says
Ted Davis, Kern County agricultural com-
missioner.

Davis’ office oversees the monitoring
and certification of the county’s bulk grape
movement. Bulk grapes are unprocessed
grapes that have not been commercially
packed; they don’t include table grapes or
raisins.

Contributing to success. Darin
Heard, agricultural biologist with the Kern
County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
who works closely with the bulk grape

movement program, credits its success to
several factors. For starters, the county’s
GWSS area-wide management program has
reduced the pest’s populations to very low
numbers. Grower participation and strict
regulations that include GWSS monitoring
and treatment have kept the pest in check.

Heard also points out that mechanical
harvesting and bulk grape shipping, with
their forceful vine-shaking and arduous con-
veyor-belt journey from vineyard to gondola
and then into grape tanks, help mitigate the
pest’s ability to survive passage to waiting
trucks. An overall awareness of GWSS also
motivates growers and shippers to watch for
the pest. Furthermore, the negative ramifica-
tions of shipping a load that’s not GWSS-
free helps encourage program compliance.

Heavy load. With California’s largest
grape production and the largest
countywide area infested by GWSS, Kern
has been a major player in the statewide
program that regulates the movement of
bulk grapes.

An estimated 10,000 loads of bulk
grapes will originate in Kern’s infested areas
during this season’s harvest, which runs
through September. The Kern County Agri-
cultural Commissioner’s Office has compli-
ance agreements this year with 97 growers
covering 160 sites over about 20,000 acres
in the infested areas. About 15,000 truck
loads are expected to originate in the
county’s non-infested areas.

Kern has implemented one key change
in this year’s bulk grape movement pro-
gram.

“In the past, we required certification of
all bulk grapes originating in Kern County,
from both GWSS-infested and non-infested
areas,” Heard says. “But this year, we’re tak-
ing a lead from the citrus industry and only
requiring certification from loads originating
in Kern’s infested areas.”
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“It’s in the

grower’s own

interest to be

sure he’s

GWSS-free. It

would be to

his own

disadvantage

if he weren’t.

— Darin Heard,

Kern County

Agricultural

Commissioner’s

Office

Kern County hopes for repeat success with its bulk

grape movement program

That means growers in non-infested
areas won’t need the “green” certification
tag that signified their bulk grape loads
were free of GWSS in the past.

“Yellow” certification tags still will be
required to accompany all loads originating
in Kern’s infested areas, which roughly
cover the southern part of the county as
well as sections along the Highway 65 corri-
dor and the Famoso-Porterville Highway.
The yellow tags denote a load that has origi-
nated in the infested portion of Kern and is
free of any viable life stages of GWSS.

Under their compliance agreements
with the agricultural commissioner’s office,
growers must notify the county 72 hours be-
fore harvest. That gives the county time to
begin its regulating activities. Using layers
of information, such as vineyard location,
GWSS trapping data or any treatment his-
tory, the ag commissioner’s office deter-
mines whether it will certify the bulk grape
load as GWSS-free.

“The reality is there’s just not enough
manpower and money to inspect every
load,” says Heard. “It’s the grower’s respon-
sibility to ensure that each load meets the
performance standard of zero viable life
stages on GWSS before we issue the tag.”

Adds Heard, “It’s in the grower’s own
interest to be sure he’s GWSS-free. It would
be to his own disadvantage if he weren’t. If
GWSS is discovered at the load’s destina-
tion, it could be returned to its original ship-
ping point and that would most likely result
in a waste of commodity. A grower could
even be suspended from harvesting. And
any further shipments would fall under
added scrutiny.”

Many growers treat their vineyards for
GWSS prior to harvest.

Loads originating in non-infested ar-
eas are expected to be free of GWSS by vir-
tue of their location.

“However, growers should always be
watchful for any signs of GWSS,” Heard
says. “Moreover, care should be taken when
crews are moving from infested areas to
non-infested areas. Growers should adopt
any necessary procedures that will elimi-
nate transporting GWSS through harvesting
activities.”

Most bulk grape loads originating in
Kern head to processing facilities inside the
county. The remaining shipments make their
way to processing plants in Fresno, Tulare,
Madera and Stanislaus counties.

— Catherine Merlo


