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Kern pilot project’s 2001 accomplishments highlighted 

The General Beale Road Pilot Project made several accomplishments in 2001, its initial year as a 

coordinated approach to finding solutions to the problems of glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) and 

Pierce’s Disease. 

Among its accomplishments, the pilot project: 

• OOrrggaanniizzeedd  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerr  ggrroowweerrss  iinnttoo  ttaakkiinngg  aaccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  GGWWSSSS..  

• OOrrggaanniizzeedd  aa  mmuullttii--aaggeennccyy  ccoollllaabboorraattiivvee  ppiilloott  pprroojjeecctt  ((UUSSDDAA  AAPPHHIISS  aanndd  AARRSS,,  CCaalliiff..  DDeepptt..  ooff  FFoooodd  

aanndd  AAggrriiccuullttuurree,,  KKeerrnn  CCoo..  DDeepptt..  ooff  AAggrriiccuullttuurree,,  UUCC--CCooooppeerraattiivvee    EExxtteennssiioonn))..  

• FFoorrmmuullaatteedd  aanndd  bbeeggaann  tteessttiinngg  aann  aarreeaa--wwiiddee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ppllaann  aanndd  ssttrraatteeggiieess  iinn  aa  ddiivveerrssee  GGWWSSSS  

mmuullttii--hhoosstt  ccrrooppppiinngg  ssyysstteemm..  

• IIddeennttiiff iieedd,,  tteesstteedd  aanndd  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  tthhee  eeffff iiccaaccyy  ooff  sseevveerraall  iinnsseeccttiicciiddeess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ““eennvviirroonnmmeennttaallllyy  

ssoofftt””  oorr  bbiioo--rraattiioonnaall  cchheemmiissttrriieess..  

• IInnvveessttiiggaatteedd  aanndd  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  tthhee  uussee  ooff  aa  nnoovveell  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  rreeppeelllleenntt  mmaatteerriiaall  

((SSuurrrroouunndd®  WWPP))  ttoo  mmaannaaggee  GGWWSSSS..  

• TThhrroouugghh  iinntteennssiivvee  mmoonniittoorriinngg,,  iiddeennttiiff iieedd  GGWWSSSS  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ddyynnaammiiccss  rreellaattiivvee  ttoo  hhoosstt  ppllaanntt  

pphheennoollooggyy  cchhaarraacctteerrss.. 

• DDeemmoonnssttrraatteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  kkeeyy  ttoo  GGWWSSSS  ccoonnttrrooll  iiss  ssuupppprreessssiinngg  oovveerrwwiinntteerriinngg  aadduulltt  ppooppuullaattiioonnss.. 

 

PD affects California with costly economic impact  

Intensive outbreak of the disease will hasten exit of grape growers 

In black and white, the numbers tell the story — and point to the possibility of a worsening scenario 

unless Pierce’s Disease (PD) is stopped. 

The economic impacts of PD on the California grape industry, documented in a recent study funded 

by the California Department of Food and Agriculture, point to sobering dollar losses. 

A project of the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter Task Force of Kern and Tulare Counties. 
Participants: Agricultural Commissioner Offices of Kern and Tulare Counties, California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, University of California-Cooperative Extension,         
U.S. Department of Agriculture (APHIS and ARS Divisions). 
 
Contact:  Don Luvisi, project coordinator, (661) 868-6226 / daluvisi@ucdavis.edu 
Web sites:  www.kernag.com/kpp.htm and www.co.kern.ca.us/farm/luvisi.htm 
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In the study, Dr. Jerome Siebert of the University of California at Berkeley looked at numerous 

economic data to document the impact of the disease on the state’s grape industry. Siebert presented his 

findings at the Pierce’s Disease Research Symposium Dec. 5-7, 2001, in San Diego. 

PD toll in North Coast, Temecula. Since 1994, Siebert noted, PD has cost Napa and Sonoma grape 

growers more than $30 million in lost income, production and replanting expense. More than 1,000 acres 

have been pulled and replanted there due to the disease. 

In the Temecula area of Riverside County, grape growers saw a dramatic downturn in income 

between 1998 and 1999 due to a sudden dieback of grapevines from PD. Between 1998 and 1999, wine 

grape tonnage in Riverside and San Diego Counties (District 16) dropped 35 percent, from 11,113 to 

7,255. 

“The value of this tonnage decreased from over $9.8 million in 1998 to $6.3 million in 1999,” Siebert 

said. “That’s a loss of $3.5 million in gross agricultural income, or a decrease of 36 percent.” 

Siebert found that the lost production in the Temecula area also affected employment and state and 

regional income. Production losses resulted in less grapes for wine, creating a $15.2 million shortfall at 

the winery level. 

More ominous for southern SJV. The scenario could be even more costly in the southern San 

Joaquin Valley, home to California’s five highest grape-acreage counties.   

Fresno, Madera, San Joaquin, Tulare and Kern account for nearly 71 percent of the state’s total 

grape acreage and 63 percent of the grape gross farm value. Fresno, Kern and Tulare counties also have 

large concentrations of citrus and avocados. Many SJV vineyards lie in close proximity to citrus, a host to 

the glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS). Further, GWSS moves faster and farther into vineyards than 

other sharpshooter species, such as the blue-green sharpshooter that plagues the North Coast counties. 

Calculating PD impact.  Impacts are calculated by totaling the cost of numerous tasks associated 

with PD and GWSS. These include monitoring, replacement of diseased vines and training new growth; 

vector management (including pesticide applications); and sharpshooter host and riparian management.  

“These tasks are substantial,” Siebert said, “and will increase the cost structure of producing grapes 

in California.” 

He noted that returns to grape producers, especially in the southern San Joaquin Valley, are under 

great pressure, due to overproduction.  

“It is likely that many producers will not be able to survive an intensive outbreak of PD, which will 

significantly add to production costs and capital costs of replanting vineyards,” he said. 

“While some of these producers may have been forced out of production in any event,” Siebert 

concluded, “an outbreak of PD will hasten their decline and exit from the industry.” 

— Catherine Merlo 
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California grape figures 

In 2000, California harvested 827,000 acres of grapes, with a gross farm value of more than $2.8 

billion, reports UC-Berkeley’s Jerome Siebert. That dollar amount represents nearly 11 percent of 

California’s agricultural dollar total.  

Wine grapes is the leading sector at $1.9 billion, or 68 percent of the grape industry. Raisin 

grapes are second at 17 percent, followed by table grapes at 15 percent.  

Grapes comprise about 10 percent of California state agricultural total of 8.3 million acres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks 

A special thanks to the California Table Grape Commission and the GWSS Task Force of Kern 

and Tulare Counties for their support of this newsletter. 
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