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GWSS found in Salinas

Intensive search reveals no other

sharpshooters since Sept. 7 find

Jim Raisner, an agri-
cultural biologist
with the Sonoma
County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Of-
fice for the past six
years, died Aug. 6.
Raisner worked in
many of the office’s
programs and
served as the lead
person for the
county’s glassy-
winged sharp-
shooter program for
several years.
Raisner earned the
nickname “Chief
Sharpie,” the office
says, for his excel-
lent work and con-
tributions to the
program.

A single glassy-winged sharpshooter
was discovered in a yellow sticky trap in
Salinas Sept. 7, the first GWSS find in
Monterey County unrelated to an incoming
nursery plant shipment.

An inspector with the Monterey
County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office
found the adult male sharpshooter in a
residential area near Highway 101 and the
Salinas airport. The site is 14 miles from
the nearest Monterey County wine-grape
vineyard.

“The find was very surprising,” says
Salinas-based vineyard consultant Corky
Roche. “With all the trapping here, we’ve
never found any sharpshooters, and we
have almost no new plantings of ornamen-
tals in the neighborhood where the GWSS
was trapped.”

No additional GWSS have been found
since the discovery, despite an intense
hands-on survey of area landscapes.
County ag officials have placed additional
traps in that area to determine is there is an
infestation of the pest, and if so, how large.

“We are confident that we will be able
to assess the situation quickly and to re-
spond appropriately and effectively,”
Monterey County Agricultural Commis-
sioner Eric Lauritzen said Sept. 8.
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“We will continue intensive survey and
trapping efforts until we are satisfied that the
insect . . . was a lone insect,” Lauritzen
added.

Monterey County has been considered
at risk for GWSS. Last week’s sharpshooter
was found in a trap that was part of a state-
wide urban residential detection survey. The
county has had a GWSS trapping and moni-
toring program for nearly five years.

The find has spooked the

county’s growing wine-producing industry,
which generated nearly $175 million in pro-
duction last year. Growers and vintners fear
GWSS’ ability to spread the bacterium that
causes Pierce’s Disease. The disease kills
grape plants and has no cure.

“It certainly has local growers con-
cerned,” says Roche, who’s also a member
of the Central Coast Pierce’s Disease Task
Force. “This just reaffirms the need for us to
trap throughout all counties so that we’re
monitoring the potential for infestation.”

Roche thought the GWSS find “could
possibly be a hitchhiker” that had arrived by
car or airplane.

Surveying and trapping will continue in
the area for at least several months, accord-
ing to Jay Van Rein with the California De-
partment of Food and Agriculture. State
workers are available to help Monterey
County staff with survey work.

—Catherine Merlo
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