Kern Pistachio Notes
March 2020

Pistachio Trees in Kern County Signaling a Great Winter Rest Period!
I visited a trial located in the citrus belt in what I consider a “low-chill” area of Kern County (near the
intersection of Highways 65 and 155) on March 13. The flower buds of Golden Hills, Lost Hills, Kerman and
Peters still looked dormant on this date. However, the early-blooming males and female trees in this trial were
12 days ahead in bloom compared to last year. Earlier bloom, usually, signifies that winter chilling was better.
Bloom, on the south side of these early-blooming cultivars, was ahead of the north side, which I have not seen
anywhere in a number of years. This observation suggests that the trees’ winter rest period was met
completely. When this happens, the tree knows winter is truly over and triggers flowering, and since the south
side is warmer than the north side, the south side leafs out and blooms earlier. In low-chill years, typical for
that last seven years of so in Kern County, bloom on the north side of the tree is ahead of the south side.
I have been sent pictures (on March 16) from the Buttonwillow area, where problems with inadequate winter
chill, usually, are fewer. In these pictures Kerman and Peters trees, already, are beginning to leaf out and
flower buds are beginning to swell (see Figure 1). This is extremely early, even by our old standards when
better chill was the norm. From these pictures sent to me, Peters’ bloom looked to be ahead of Kerman,
which used to be common in the 1980’s, 1990 and early 2000’s before our fog went away. Years like these
reinforce the notion that we want to have more than one pollinizing cultivar in our pistachio orchard.
For most orchards, the 2020-21 crop season is going to be an “on” year in the alternate bearing cycle,
although, perhaps not as “on’ as it would have been had we not had a great-yielding “off” year last year. The
news that the winter rest period was good, strongly suggests that we are in line for a very high-yielding year.
Good chill, also, tends to syncronize the bloom and the harvest across the different growing areas of California.
Perhaps the biggest production cloud on the horizon then, aside from not knowing how the navel orangeworm
will affect the crop this fall, is the upcoming challenge of harvesting a huge crop with existing equipment and
processing facilities within a potentially tighter harvest window.

The University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) prohibits discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender, gender expression, gender identity, pregnancy (which includes pregnancy, childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or
mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), genetic information (including family medical history), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, status as
a protected veteran or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 [USERRA]), as well as state military and naval service.UC
ANR policy prohibits retaliation against any employee or person in any of its programs or activities for bringing a complaint of discrimination or harassment. UC ANR policy also prohibits retaliation
against a person who assists someone with a complaint of discrimination or harassment, or participates in any manner in an investigation or resolution of a complaint of discrimination or harassment.
Retaliation includes threats, intimidation, reprisals, and/or adverse actions related to any of its programs or activities. UC ANR is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment and/or participation in any of its programs or activities without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age or protected veteran
status. University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws. Inquiries regarding the University’s equal employment opportunity policies may be directed to:
John Fox, Affirmative Action Compliance Officer and Title IX Officer, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1343.
Email:jsafox@ucanr.edu.Website: http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/Diversity/Affirmative_Action/.

Figure 1. Peters' flower buds beginning to swell in Buttonwillow area in mid-March 2020.
Picture courtesy of Carl Fanucchi.
Kern County Office Closure
Please note: Due to the ongoing issues with the Coronavirus, our office will be closed, at least, until April 3. I
will be telecommuting from home and doing my best to monitor phone calls and e-mails.
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